
The Hobbit 
Chapter 1 – An Unexpected Party 

1. Who is Bilbo Baggins?  

 

 

 

2. Give a brief description of a hobbit.  

 

 

 

 

3. Describe Bilbo’s home. 

 

 

 

4. What did Gandalf claim to be looking for when he arrived on Bilbo's doorstep?  

 

 

 

5. What does Gandalf do with the spike on his staff just before leaving Bilbo's home?  

 

 

 



6. Who began to arrive at Bilbo's home the next day for tea and how did they trick Bilbo into accepting the entire 

group? 

 

 

7. What indication is there that Thorin is the leader of the dwarves?  

 

 

8. What does Gandalf threaten to do if the assembled dwarves refuse to accept his choice of Bilbo Baggins as the 

fourteenth man for their expedition?  

 

 

9. What reason can you give that would explain why Gandalf has chosen Bilbo to join as the fourteenth man? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. According to Thorin what had happened to his wealth?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary:  Choose FIVE of the following and write a definition plus a sentence using the word in the correct 

context. 

 porthole, absurd, discreet, parlour, kindling, audacious, conspirator, remuneration, obstinately, necromancer 

 

 

Enrichment:  Complete ONE of the following: 

1. Make a complete list of the characters introduced in chapter one including their personalities when possible.     

2. Create a title page for your novel study guide – using a computer or your own creation. 

3. Write a short biography on J.R.R. Tolkien and present it to group of classmates.  



 

 


