Part 5. 

Johanna by Jane Yolen
A. Pre-Reading About the Author
l. Think Before You Read
Answer the following questions:
1. Have you ever walked in the woods at night? If so, how did you feel? Were you confident or scared?

2. What are some of the problems wild animals face during the winter?

3. Do you read fairy tales or fantasies? In what ways are they different from realistic stories?

2. Story Preview
Read the preview of the story and try to guess the meaning of the words in bold print.
	 Johanna lived with her mother near Hartwood forest, where deer and other animals lived. One winter night, Johanna’s mother was so sick that she did not even want the soup made of acorns that Johanna usually gathered from the oak trees in the woods and fed to her. So Johanna decided to go through the forest to the village and find the doctor.

Johanna’s mother had told her never to go into the forest at night. Her father had once gone into the forest at night and never returned.. Johanna had always taken her mothers warning seriously, but she decided that she had to make the trip because her mother was just too sick. The story tells about Johanna’s journey through the forest.


3. Using the Vocabulary 
Fill in the blanks below with the bold words from the Story Preview above. 
In the forests and woods of North America, _____deer_____  are hunted for their beautiful horns, their skins, and their meat, which has a wild but delicious taste. These animals are not meat-eaters; rather, they live on plants, berries, and other vegetarian foods such as ________ from oak trees. Some experts have recently issued a __________ that certain species of these animals are dying out, but hunters claim that they mostly hunt other species. 

4. Making Predictions
Look at the title of the story and then reread the Story Preview. Which of the following predictions is the most probable? Circle your choice or give an answer that you think is better.
1. Johanna is afraid of wild animals.
2. She is afraid of getting lost.
3. She is afraid of disobeying her mother.
4. She is afraid of the dark.
	Idioms
	and Expressions

	grubbed around - looked for food on the ground (meaning in this story)

	
	gruel - a thin, soup-like cereal


	hard winter - a cold and snowy winter

	
	by feel - by using one’s hands to guide oneself


	maw of the city - the dangerous streets and places of a city (meaning in this story)

	
	a steady tattoo - the sound made by the quick rhythm of feet running on the ground




5. Literary Term: Imagery
In discussions of literature, the term imagery refers to the descriptive language that the author uses to paint a picture of the situation, characters, setting, or anything else of importance in the author’s story.
Focus As you read “Johanna,” try to find any language that gives you a picture of Johanna herself. Look for details about the things she eats, the way she looks, where she lives, the way she moves, and any other information that helps you to visualize the character.

B. The Story About the Author
the story, look
About the Author
Born in New York City, Jane Yolen (1939- ) worked for various magazines and publishers in New York before becoming a freelance writer in 1965. She has also been a folk singer, a poet, a playwright, and a teacher. She has won numerous awards for her stories, which include children’s stories, fantasies, fairy tales, and science fiction. “Johanna” is taken from her short-story collection entitled Tales of Wonder.
Johanna
The forest was dark and the snow-covered path was merely an impression left on Johanna’s moccasined feet.
If she had not come this way countless daylit times, Johanna would never have known where to go. But Hartwood
 was familiar to her, even in the unfamiliar night. She had often picnicked in the cool, shady copses and grubbed around the tall oak trees. In a hard winter like this one, a family could subsist for days on acorn stew.
Still, this was the first night she had ever been out in the forest, though she had lived by it all her life. It was tradition - no, more than that - that members of the Chevril family did not venture into the midnight forest. “Never, never go to the woods at night,” her mother said, and it was not a warning so much as a command. “Your father went though he was told not to. He never returned.”
And Johanna had obeyed. Her father’s disappearance was still in her memory, though she remembered nothing else of him. He was not the first of the Chevrils to go that way. There had been a great-uncle and two girl cousins who had likewise “never returned.” At least, that was what Johanna had been told. Whether they had disappeared into the maw of the city that lurked over several mountains to the west, or into the hungry jaws of a wolf or bear, was never made clear. But Johanna, being an obedient girl, always came into the house with the setting sun.
For sixteen years she had listened to that warning. But tonight, with her  mother pale and sightless, breathing brokenly in the bed they shared, Johanna had no choice. The doctor, who lived on the other side of the wood, must be fetched. He lived in the cluster of houses that rimmed the far side of Hartwood, a cluster that was known as “the village,” though it was really much too small for such a name. The five houses of the Chevril family that clung together, now empty except for Johanna and her mother, were not called a village, though they squatted
 on as much land.
Usually the doctor himself came through the forest to visit the Chevrils. Once a year he made the trip. Even when the grandparents and uncles and cousins had been alive, the village doctor came only once a year. He was gruff with them and called them “strong as beasts” and went away, never even offering a tonic. They needed none. They were healthy.
But the long, cruel winter had sapped Johanna’s mother’s strength. She lay for days silent, eyes cloudy and unfocused, barely taking in the acorn gruel that Johanna spooned for her. And at last Johanna had said: “I will fetch the doctor.” 

Her mother had grunted “no” each day, until this evening. When Johanna mentioned the doctor again, there had been no answering voice. Without her mother’s no, Johanna made up her own mind. She would go.

If she did not get through the woods and back with the doctor before dawn, she felt it would be too late. Deep inside she knew she should have left before, even when her mother did not want her to go. And so she ran as quickly as she dared, following the small, twisting path through Hartwood by feel.
At first Johanna’s guilt and the unfamiliar night were a burden, making her feel heavier than usual. But as she continued running, the crisp night air seemed to clear her head. She felt unnaturally alert, as if she had suddenly begun to discover new senses.
The wind molded her short dark hair to her head. For the first time she felt graceful and light, almost beautiful. Her feet beat a steady tattoo on the snow as she ran, and she felt neither cold nor winded. Her steps lengthened as she went.
Suddenly a broken branch across the path tangled in her legs. She went down heavily on all fours, her breath caught in her throat. As she got to her feet, she searched the darkness ahead. Were there other branches waiting?
Even as she stared, the forest seemed to grow brighter. The light from the full moon must be finding its way into the heart of the woods. It was a comforting thought.
She ran faster now, confident of her steps. The trees seemed to rush by. There would be plenty of time.

She came at last to the place where the woods stopped, and cautiously she ranged along the last trees, careful not to be silhouetted against the sky. Then she halted.
She could hear nothing moving, could see nothing that threatened. When she was sure, she edged out onto the short meadow that ran in a downward curve to the back of the village.
Once more she stopped. This time she turned her head to the left and right. She could smell the musk of the farm animals on the wind, blowing faintly up to her. The moon beat down upon her head and, for a moment, seemed to ride on her broad, dark shoulder.
Slowly she paced down the hill toward the line of houses that stood like teeth in a jagged row. Light streamed out of the rear windows, making threatening little earthbound moons on the graying snow.
She hesitated.
A dog barked. Then a second began, only to end his call in a whine.
A voice cried out from the house farthest on the right, a woman’s voice, soft and soothing. “Be quiet, Boy.”
The dog was silenced.
She dared a few more slow steps toward the village, but her fear seemed to precede her. As if catching its scent, the first dog barked lustily again.

“Boy! Down!” It was a man this time, shattering the night with authority.
She recognized it at once. It was the doctor’s voice. She edged toward its sound. Shivering with relief and dread, she came to the backyard of the house on the right and waited. In her nervousness, she moved one foot restlessly, pawing the snow down to the dead grass. She wondered if her father, her great-uncle, her cousins had felt this fear under the burning eye of the moon.
The doctor, short and too stout for his age, come out of the back door, buttoning his breeches with one hand. In the other he carried a gun. He peered out into the darkness.
“Who’s there?”
She stepped forward into the yard, into the puddle of light. She tried to speak her name, but she suddenly could not recall it. She tried to tell why she had come, but nothing passed her closed throat. She shook her head to clear the fear away.

The dog barked again, excited, furious.
“By gosh,” the doctor said, “it’s a deer.”
She spun around and looked behind her, following his line of sight. There was nothing there.
“That’s enough meat to last the rest of this cruel winter,” he said. He raised the gun, and fired.
C . After Reading
1.
Understanding the Story
Answer these questions:

1. Why doesn’t Johanna’s mother want her to go into the forest at night?
2. Why does Johanna disobey her mother?
3. How often does the doctor visit the Chevril family?
4. Does anything bad happen to Johanna in the forest?
5. Who does Johanna encounter when she comes to the houses at the edge of the forest?
6. Why can’t Johanna tell the doctor who she is?
7. How does the story end?
2.
Vocabulary Comprehension
Choose the word from the following list that best completes each of the sentences below. Do not use the same word more than once.
tradition
obey
pale
unfocused
alert
graceful
threatened
soothing
precedes
furious
1. In our family, it is a tradition to eat roast duck for Christmas. We do that every year.
2. When someone or something puts you in a dangerous situation, it is natural to feel _____________ 
3.  Johanna was worried that her mother might be angry and even _______if Johanna disobeyed her.
4. Many large animals, such as deer, are very fast and move in a way that is beautiful and _______
5. When people go for a walk through the forest for the first time, the leader of the group usually ____________ the rest of the people, who follow behind.

6. Some people don’t like bright, bold colors; instead, they prefer ___________ ones.
7. Parents generally want their children to
them because the rules that parents set for them are most often in the children’s best interests.
8. People who work very late sometimes start to make a lot of mistakes because they are too tired to be ________.
9. The sound of the waves was so
that I fell asleep on the beach.
10. If you look through a camera and the view is not clear, the camera is _____________.
3. Word Forms
Complete the chart by filling in the various forms of the following words taken from “A Secret for Two.” An X indicates that no form is possible. Use your dictionary if you need help. Note: There may be more than one possible word for the same part of speech.
	Verb
	Noun
	Adjective
	Adverb

	obey
	obedience
	
	

	disappear 
	
	X
	X

	feel
	
	
	

	comfort
	
	
	

	threaten
	
	
	

	silence
	
	
	


Write sentences using some of the word forms above. Write at least one sentence using a noun, one sentence using an adjective, and one sentence using an adverb. 
4. Grammar: Articles with Count Nouns
Singular count nouns take either a/an  or the. Use a/an  when information about something is new.
Examples:
I bought a dress yesterday.
A dog barked.
Use the when information about something is already known.
Examples:
I’m going to wear the dress this weekend.
(For example, if this is a dress we already know about, such as one I bought yesterday.)
The dog was silenced.
(The author has already mentioned the dog.)
Literary use of the: When an author uses the the first time something is mentioned, the author is suggesting that the reader already knows the information. This is a literary technique for making a story more interesting.
Example:
The forest was dark and the snow-covered path was merely an impression left on Johannas moccasined feet.
Plural nouns take no article when they refer to something that is new information (when they refer to things that are not yet known or mentioned).
Examples:
She felt unnaturally alert, as if she had suddenly begun to discover new senses.
(There is no article because this is the first time the reader hears about “new” senses.)
The doctor called the Chevrils “strong as beasts.”
(This reference is to beasts in general; these are not specific beasts that the reader knows about.)

Plural nouns take the when the objects mentioned are already known ibout (or assumed to be known about).
Example:
The trees seemed to rush by.
(The reader knows Johanna is in the woods, so the reader knows that there are trees in the woods.)

5. Application

Read the sentences from the story and then reread the part of the story that the sentences come from. Explain why the thing referred to in the bold words is something that the reader knows about (if the is used) or something that the reader does not know about (if a/an or no article is used). The first sentence has been done for you.
1. In a hard winter like this one, a family could subsist for days on acorn stew. 

This is the first time the reader learns that the winter is hard.__________

2. There had been a great-uncle and two girl cousins who had likewise “never returned.”
____________________________________________________________________
4. As if catching its scent, the first dog barked lustily again.
______________________________________________________
5. He lived in the cluster of houses that rimmed the far side of Hartwood, a cluster that was known as “the village”. . . .
____________________________________________________________________
6. In her nervousness, she moved one foot restlessly, pawing the snow down to the dead grass.
_______________________________________________________________________
7. “By gosh,” the doctor said, “it’s a deer.”
_______________________________________________________________________
D. Thinking About the Story
1. Sharing Ideas
Discuss the following questions:

1. Describe Johanna’s thoughts as she ran through the forest. How did they change between the time she entered the forest and the time she arrived at the village?
2. What do you think happened to Johanna’s father and cousins?
3. Based on what the author tells us about the doctor, how would you describe his character?
2. Reading Between the Lines
Practice reading between the lines. Circle the letter of the answer that best completes each of the following statements:
1. Johanna’s mother didn’t want her to go into the forest at night because
a. she might get lost.
b. she might get eaten by a wolf or a bear.
c. it’s too dark to see in the forest at night.
2. On his yearly visits to Johanna’s family, the doctor
a. gives them medicine.
b. helps them to find food.
c. doesn’t do anything specific.
3. We can conclude from the author’s statements that Johanna
a. was foolish to disobey her mother.
b. did not know her way in the forest.
C. became a target in the moonlight
3. Analyzing the Story
Johanna’s family name is “Chevril.” The author took this name from chevreuil, the French word for “deer.” Much of the imagery in the story slowly puts together a picture of Johanna that is completely revealed only at the end - that she is a deer herself. Look back at the Literary Term on page 60 and think about the images that the author uses to portray Johanna. Make a diagram like the one below, and fill in as many details as you can find. Line numbers are provided as hints

[image: image1]
4. Writing
Choose one of the following writing assignments:
1. Write a summary of the story in two to three paragraphs. Be sure to include all of the major events.
2. Write a different ending to this story in two to three paragraphs.
3. Pretend you are the author of this story. Explain your reasons for writing it.
4. Do you think it’s all right for humans to kill other animals for food? Write two to three paragraphs about why you think so or don’t think so.
5. Do you think hunters should be able to hunt species that are dying out? Write two to three paragraphs about why you think so or don’t think so.
Where she and her family live and spend time (lines 1-18;54-58)





How the doctor describes Johanna’s family (lines 64-68)





Where she sleeps (lines 44-46)








How she moves (lines 87-97; 101-108; 121; 138; 161-164;175-79)





What she looks like (lines 5-6, 98-101; 134-137)





What she and her family eat (lines 11-15; 71-73)





Johanna








� Hartwood: name of forest (Deer Forest).


� Squatted  lived without permission of the owner.
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